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Royal Decree 195/2016, of May 13, establishing the requirements 
for the issuance of the European Supplement to the University 

Degree of Doctor. 
 
 

Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports 
"BOE" No. 134, of June 3, 2016 Reference: 

BOE-A-2016-5339 
 

 
Royal Decree 1393/2007, of October 29, 2007, which establishes the organization of 

official university education, was approved to develop the structure of official university 
education, in accordance with the general guidelines of the European Higher Education Area 
and in accordance with the provisions of Article 37 of Organic Law 6/2001, of December 21, 
2001, on Universities, as amended in 2007. 

Subsequently, Royal Decree 1002/2010, of August 5, 2010, on the issuance of official 
university degrees was approved, which includes the rules on the issuance of degrees 
corresponding to university education contained in Royal Decree 1393/2007, of October 29, 
2007. Specifically, those relating to the requirements and procedure for the issuance of 
degrees corresponding to official university studies of Bachelor, Master and Doctorate. 

For its part, Royal Decree 99/2011, of January 28, which regulates official doctoral 
studies, established a new organization of doctoral studies corresponding to the third cycle of 
official university studies leading to the award of the title of Doctor, of an official nature and 
valid throughout the national territory, and consequently repealed Chapter V of Royal Decree 
1393/2007, of October 29, on doctoral studies. 

Also in 2011, Royal Decree 1027/2011 of July 15 was approved, establishing the Spanish 
Qualifications Framework for Higher Education (MECES) and the description of its levels 
(Higher Technician, Degree, Master's and Doctorate), the purpose of which is to enable the 
classification, comparability and transparency of Higher Education qualifications in the 
Spanish education system. 

The regulations for the issuance of the European supplement to Bachelor's and Master's 
degrees were established in Royal Decree 22/2015, of January 23, establishing the 
requirements for the issuance of the European supplement to the degrees regulated in Royal 
Decree 1393/2007, of October 29, establishing the organization of official university 
education and amending Royal Decree 1027/2011, of July 15, establishing the Spanish 
Qualifications Framework for Higher Education. 

The European Diploma Supplement is the document that accompanies the official 
university degree and is valid throughout the national territory with unified information, 
personalized for each university degree holder, on the studies completed, the results of the 
studies, and the results of the studies carried out. 
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obtained, the professional skills acquired and the level of their qualification in the national 
Higher Education system. 

In order to complete the regulatory framework set out in Royal Decree 22/2015, of 
January 23, this Royal Decree aims to regulate the requirements and procedure for the 
issuance of the European supplement to the Doctorate degree obtained in accordance with 
the official Doctorate studies regulated in Royal Decree 1393/2007, of October 29, and in 
Royal Decree 99/2011, of January 28, in order to promote the mobility of graduates in the 
European Higher Education Area, including the issuance of European supplements to the 
Doctorate degrees of the Erasmus Mundus program and successive ones. 

On the other hand, this Royal Decree amends Royal Decree 1393/2007, of October 29, 
2007, regarding the recognition of credits in undergraduate degrees and the prohibition to 
verify new study plans of university degrees that have not passed the renewal of 
accreditation. 

Specifically, with regard to the recognition of credits in undergraduate degrees, it is 
clarified that, provided that the degree to which access is sought belongs to the same branch 
of knowledge, the number of credits to be recognized will be at least 15% of the total number 
of credits of the degree, corresponding to basic training subjects of said branch. Although it is 
true that the Government is in office, the exercise of its regulatory power is necessary to 
guarantee legal certainty in the interpretation of university regulations. Delaying these 
regulatory modifications makes it difficult for the university community to apply Royal Decree 
1393/2007, of October 29th. 

Likewise, a new paragraph 10 is introduced in article 27, which contains the prohibition to 
verify new study plans of university degrees that have not passed the renewal of 
accreditation. This prohibition is applicable in the two calendar years following the moment in 
which the renewal of accreditation was not passed. The Government in office has the legal 
obligation to guarantee the effectiveness of the evaluations carried out in the Spanish 
educational system, therefore it is essential not to delay the approval of this normative 
provision. 

It also amends Royal Decree 1002/2010, of August 5, 2010, with a dual purpose: firstly, 
to include the prohibition on issuing university degrees with the same name, as well as other 
details in the degree model, and secondly, so that it can be applied to the courses of study 
contemplated in Royal Decree 99/2011, of January 28, 2011. 

With the modification of Royal Decree 1002/2010, of August 5, the Government wants to 
prevent university students from being able to take two or three Bachelor's or Master's 
degrees with the same name, but different mentions. The Government wants to clarify as 
soon as possible a situation that generates legal uncertainty due to the lack of express 
regulation. The intention of the legislator is that a Bachelor's or Master's degree may have 
one or several mentions or specializations, and that these mentions or specializations may be 
taken by students. What the legislator wants to avoid is the issuance of university Bachelor's 
or Master's degrees with the same name and different mentions or specialties, when the 
curricula are the same and only the mentions or specialties that are taken vary, as well as the 
studies associated with such mentions or specialties. 

In turn, the following mentions and regulations are introduced: International Doctorate and 
Industrial Doctorate. International co-supervision is also introduced in the official university 
degree of Doctor. The social reality in which university graduates have to operate makes it 
necessary for the Government to regulate the mentions and requirements for the organization 
of the International Doctorate and the Industrial Doctorate, as well as the international joint 
supervision to guarantee the rights of Spanish university graduates in the European Higher 
Education Area. 

The introduction of the mentions International Doctorate and Industrial Doctorate is 
justified for reasons of general interest. Since these two mentions are a consequence of the 
express regulation of these two types of Doctorate in the Royal Decree 99/2011, of January 
28, it is necessary to contemplate such denomination in the Royal Decree 1002/2010, of 
August 5, precisely, so that it is possible to carry out the issuance of the corresponding title of 
Doctor. 
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As for the introduction of the international co-tutelage diligence in the official university 

degree of Doctor is also justified for reasons of general interest. Since the Doctorate under 
international co-tutelage is regulated in Royal Decree 99/2011, of January 28, it is necessary 
that the diligence in the university degree is regulated in Royal Decree 1002/2010, of August 
5, otherwise it will not be possible to carry out the issuance of the corresponding university 
degree of Doctor with such diligence. 

This draft regulation also regulates the provisional supplementary certification of the 
university degree of Doctor. The possibility of issuing the provisional supplementary 
certification is justified for reasons of general interest. It is a provisional means of accrediting 
possession of the doctoral degree. 

This certification replaces, on a temporary basis, the issuance of the Doctor's degree in 
accordance with the provisions of the new university regulations. If the provisional 
supplementary certification is not expressly regulated in a Royal Decree, it will not be 
possible to issue this type of document in favor of the citizen, seriously affecting the rights of 
the citizen, because he/she has no way of accrediting that he/she is in possession of the 
Doctorate studies that he/she has passed. 

On the other hand, this royal decree modifies certain aspects of Royal Decree 99/2011, of 
January 28, which regulates official university doctoral studies: firstly, those relating to the 
assignment of the thesis supervisor and the monitoring and evaluation of the doctoral 
student. Doctorates in international co-supervision are made visible and a new mention of the 
title of Doctor, the Industrial Doctorate, appears in order to stimulate the participation of 
companies in Doctorate programs. Secondly, its definitions are clarified, the assumptions of 
access to Doctoral studies are extended to the possession of an official university degree that 
has obtained the correspondence to level 3 of the Spanish Framework of Qualifications for 
Higher Education, and the requirement of specific training complements for access to 
Doctorate is modified. Finally, with regard to the supervision and monitoring of the Doctorate, 
the assignment of the Thesis Director, the activities document, the research plan and the 
figure of the co-director of the thesis are regulated. 

Article 11 of Royal Decree 99/2011, of January 28, which regulates supervision and 
monitoring of the Doctorate is modified. The Government wants to regulate the rights of 
students who access to PhD studies, the regulation of these rights is a guarantee of the 
student for the achievement of the purposes of any PhD program. 

The completion of doctoral studies requires that the student be subject to special 
supervision by the University, by the department in which the doctoral studies are carried out, 
in short, by the academic community. The Administration wants to specify which are the 
different phases to be followed by the student in the Doctoral studies, this allows the student 
to know with precision and certainty which are the steps to follow in order to obtain the official 
university degree of Doctor. 

This draft regulation also regulates the figure of co-direction of the thesis. With this 
regulatory modification, the possibility of co-directing a doctoral thesis is clarified and it is 
specifically indicated that the authorization for co-direction must be authorized by the 
Academic Committee, thus providing greater legal certainty to the regulatory organization of 
doctoral programs. 

In a globalized context in which university students move within the European Higher 
Education Area, it is necessary for the State to regulate the international mention of the 
Doctorate degree and to do so as urgently as possible, indicating the requirements for 
pursuing studies of this type. Students must have legal certainty regarding the doctoral 
studies they are undertaking and they have the right to demand that the State regulate the 
aspects of substance and form that make up their doctoral studies. 

Currently there are Universities that can introduce in their Doctorate studies the concept 
of industrial Doctorate. If the Royal Decree of Doctorate 99/2011, of January 28, does not 
expressly contemplate this type of Doctorate, the only thing that the State is doing is harming 
students who can pursue this type of university studies, since they are not recognized in the 
title, the mention of industrial Doctor. This type of 



 

Page 5 

 

 

 
Doctorates would be carried out with the collaboration of the business world to guarantee the 
links between the academic world and the business world, whether it is a public or private 
company. 

The project has been submitted to the Council of Universities and the General 
Conference on University Policy. It has also received a report from the Ministry of Finance 
and Public Administrations. 

By virtue thereof, at the proposal of the Minister of Education, Culture and Sport, with the 
prior approval of the Minister of Finance and Public Administrations, in agreement with the 
Council of State and after deliberation of the Council of Ministers at its meeting of May 13, 
2016, 

 

PROVIDED: 
 

CHAPTER I 

General Provisions 
 

Article 1. Object. 

The purpose of this Royal Decree is to regulate the requirements and the procedure for 
the issuance of the European supplement to the Doctorate degree obtained in accordance 
with the official Doctorate studies regulated in Royal Decree 1393/2007, of October 29 and in 
Royal Decree 99/2011, of January 28, in order to promote the mobility of graduates in the 
European Higher Education Area, including the issuance of European supplements to the 
Doctorate degrees of the Erasmus Mundus program and successive programs. 

Article 2. Scope of application. 

The provisions contained in this Royal Decree shall be applicable to the issuance of the 
European supplement to the degree of Doctor issued by Spanish public and private 
universities. 

 
CHAPTER II 

Issuance of the European Supplement to the 
Doctorate Degree. 

 
Article 3. European Supplement to the Doctorate Degree. 

The European Doctoral Degree Supplement is the document that accompanies the 
aforementioned official university degree and is valid throughout the national territory with 
unified information, personalized for each university graduate, on the program followed, the 
results obtained, the professional skills acquired and the level of his or her degree in the 
national Higher Education system. 

Article 4. Issuance. 

The issuance of the European supplement to the degree of Doctor, as well as that related 
to the content, characteristics of the documentary support and personalization of the 
document, and electronic format, shall comply with the rules established in Royal Decree 
22/2015, of January 23, establishing the requirements for the issuance of the European 
supplement to the degree and amending Royal Decree 1027/2011, of July 15, establishing 
the Spanish framework of qualifications for Higher Education. 

However, the European supplement to the title of Doctor shall be issued in accordance 
with the model established in Annex I of this Royal Decree. 

First final provision. Modification of Royal Decree 1393/2007, of October 29, 2007, which 
establishes the organization of official university education. 

Royal Decree 1393/2007, of October 29, 2007, which establishes the organization of 
official university education, is amended as follows: 
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One. Paragraph a) of article 13 shall read as follows: 

"a) Provided that the degree to which access is sought belongs to the same 
branch of knowledge, a number of credits that is at least 15 percent of the total credits 
of the degree, corresponding to basic training subjects of said branch, shall be 
subject to recognition." 

Two. Paragraph 10 is added to Article 27.bis with the following wording: 

"10. Universities may not process a new degree with the same or equivalent 
denomination as the degree that has not passed the renewal of accreditation in the 
two calendar years following the time when the renewal of accreditation was not 
passed. 

This prohibition shall also apply to those university degrees that have the same or 
equivalent denomination as other university degrees that, not having followed the 
procedure for renewal of accreditation, are declared to be extinct. The period of two 
calendar years shall be computed from the moment in which the extinction of the 
university degree that should have followed the accreditation renewal procedure is 
declared." 

Second final provision. Modification of Royal Decree 1002/2010, of August 5, 2010, on the 
issuance of official university degrees. 

Royal Decree 1002/2010, of August 5, 2010, on the issuance of official university 
degrees, is amended as follows: 

One. Paragraph 4 of article 5 is amended and shall be worded as follows: 

"4. In cases in which the passing of more than one Mention linked to the same 
Undergraduate degree is accredited, a single Graduate degree will be issued, with 
one of them appearing on the front, with the remaining ones appearing on the back. 
Two or more university degrees may not be issued with the same denomination of 
Graduate in T, with Mention, if applicable, in M, by different Universities U, being T 
the specific denomination of the Degree, M the one corresponding to the Mention, 
and U the denomination of the Universities issuing it." 

Two. Paragraph 4 of article 8 is amended, which shall be worded as follows: 

"4. In the cases in which the passing of more than one Specialty linked to the 
same University Master's Degree is accredited, a single degree will be issued with 
one of them appearing on the front, with the remaining ones appearing on the back. 
Two or more university degrees may not be issued with the same denomination of 
University Master's Degree in T, with Specialty, as the case may be, in E, by different 
Universities U, T being the specific denomination of the University Master's Degree, E 
the one corresponding to the Specialty, and U the denomination of the Universities 
issuing it." 

Paragraph 5 is amended and a new paragraph 6 is added to article 11, with the following 
wording: 

"5. The title "International Doctorate" may appear on the front of the Doctorate 
degree, provided that the circumstances established for this purpose in Article 15 of 
Royal Decree 99/2011, of January 28, which regulates the official teaching of 
Doctorates, are met. 

Likewise, the title "Industrial Doctorate" may appear on the front of the Doctorate 
degree, provided that the circumstances established for this purpose in Article 15 bis 
of Royal Decree 99/2011, of January 28, which regulates official Doctorate studies, 
are met." 

"6. In the event that the doctoral thesis is co-directed or co-supervised by two or 
more Doctors from a Spanish University and another foreign University, in 
accordance with the following 
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provided for in Article 15.2 of Royal Decree 99/2011, of January 28, and is not framed 
in a joint program, on the front of the title shall be recorded a diligence with the 
following text: "Thesis under co-supervision with the University U"." 

Four. Paragraph 2 of Article 14 is reworded to read as follows: 

"Once the file referred to in the previous section has been completed, the 
University will issue a provisional supplementary certification that will replace the 
degree and will have the same value for the purposes of exercising the rights inherent 
to it, until such time as it is issued. Said certification shall include the essential data 
that must appear on the corresponding degree and the number of the national registry 
of official university graduates, and shall be signed by the Rector. 

The provisional supplementary certification shall be valid for one year from the 
date of issue of the certification. Said period of validity shall be stated in the 
provisional supplementary certification itself, and shall be extendable when for 
technical reasons the University has not been able to issue the degree." 

Five. Paragraph g) of paragraph 1 of article 17 is amended, which shall be worded as 
follows: 

"g) If applicable, inclusion of the mention "cum laude" as well as the mention 
"International Doctorate" or mention "Industrial Doctorate"." 

Six. References made to Article 3.4 of Royal Decree 1393/2007, of 29 October, which 
establishes the organization of official university education, shall be understood to be made 
to Article 8.2 of Royal Decree 99/2011, of 28 January, which regulates official doctoral 
education. 

Seven. Annexes VII, VIII and IX are amended as regards the references to Juan Carlos I, 
King of Spain, which shall be understood as references to Felipe VI, King of Spain, to read as 
follows: 
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Third final provision. Modification of Royal Decree 99/2011, of January 28, which regulates 
official doctoral studies. 

Royal Decree 99/2011, of January 28, which regulates official doctoral studies, is 
amended as follows: 

One. Article 2 is reworded to read as follows: 

"Article 2. Definitions. 

1. Doctorate is understood as the third cycle of official university studies, leading 
to the acquisition of competencies and skills related to quality scientific research. 

2. A doctoral program is a set of activities leading to the acquisition of the 
competencies and skills necessary to obtain a doctoral degree. The purpose of this 
program is to develop the 
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The program will also establish the procedures and lines of research for the 
development of doctoral theses. 

3. A doctoral student is a person who, having accredited the requirements 
established in this Royal Decree, has been admitted to a doctoral program and has 
enrolled in the same. 

4. The Thesis Director is the person in charge of conducting all the research tasks 
of the doctoral student, in accordance with the terms set forth in article 12 of this 
regulation. 

5. The tutor is responsible for the adequacy of the training and research activity to 
the principles of the programs and, where appropriate, of the Doctoral Schools. 

6. The Academic Committee of each program is responsible for its definition, 
updating, quality and coordination, as well as for supervising the progress of research 
and training and for authorizing the presentation of theses of each doctoral student in 
the program. 

7. A doctoral student's activity document is understood to be the individualized 
record of control of such activities, materialized in the corresponding support. The 
thesis director and the tutor will review this document. The Academic Committee will 
evaluate it annually. 

8. A Doctoral School is understood to be the Unit created by one or several 
Universities and in possible collaboration with other organizations, centers, 
institutions and entities with R&D&I activities, national or foreign, whose fundamental 
purpose is the organization within its management scope of the Doctorate, in one or 
several branches of knowledge or with an interdisciplinary character." 

Two. A paragraph f) is added to paragraph 2 of article 6, with the following wording: 

"(f) Be in possession of an official university degree that has obtained the 
correspondence to level 3 of the Spanish Qualifications Framework for Higher 
Education, in accordance with the procedure established in Royal Decree 967/2014, 
of November 21, establishing the requirements and procedure for the homologation 
and declaration of equivalence to degree and official university academic level and for 
the validation of foreign studies in Higher Education, and the procedure for 
determining the correspondence to the levels of the Spanish Framework of 
Qualifications for Higher Education of the official degrees of Architect, Engineer, 
Graduate, Bachelor, Technical Architect, Technical Engineer and Diploma." 

Three. Article 11 is amended to read as follows: 

"Article 11. Supervision and monitoring of the Doctorate. 

1. Doctoral students admitted to a Doctoral program shall enroll annually in the 
corresponding University, in its School of Doctoral Studies or in the Unit responsible 
for the program under the concept of academic supervision of the Doctorate. In the 
case of joint programs, the agreement shall determine the manner in which such 
registration shall be carried out. 

2. The persons incorporated into a Doctorate program shall be subject to the 
legal regime, if any, resulting from the specific legislation applicable to them. 

3. At the time of admission to the Doctoral Program, each doctoral student will be 
assigned a Thesis Director by the corresponding Academic Committee. This 
assignment may be made by any Spanish or foreign Doctor, with accredited research 
experience, regardless of the University, center or institution in which he/she renders 
his/her services. Likewise, a tutor will be assigned, a Doctor with accredited research 
experience, linked to the Unit or School that organizes the program, who will be 
responsible for ensuring the interaction of the doctoral student with the Academic 
Committee. The tutor may or may not coincide with the Director of the doctoral thesis. 
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In the event that a Thesis Director is not assigned at the time of admission, the 

Academic Committee must appoint a Thesis Director within three months after 
enrollment. 

4. The Academic Committee, having heard the doctoral student, may modify the 
appointment of the tutor or thesis supervisor of a doctoral student at any time during 
the doctoral program, provided that there are justified reasons. 

5. Once enrolled in the program, a personalized activity document will be drawn 
up for each doctoral student for the purposes of the individualized control record 
referred to in Article 2.7 of this Royal Decree. All the activities of interest for the 
development of the doctoral student as regulated by the University, the School or the 
Academic Committee itself will be registered in it and will be regularly reviewed by the 
tutor and the Director of the thesis and supervised annually by the Academic 
Committee responsible for the Doctoral program referred to in article 8.3. 

6. Before the end of the first year, the doctoral student will prepare a research 
plan that will include at least the methodology to be used and the objectives to be 
achieved, as well as the means and time schedule to achieve them. This plan may be 
improved and detailed throughout his stay in the program and must be endorsed by 
the Director and the tutor. 

7. Annually, the Academic Committee of the program will evaluate the research 
plan and the document of activities together with the reports to be issued by the 
Director and the tutor. In the event that the Academic Committee detects important 
deficiencies, it may request that the doctoral student submit a new research plan 
within six months. In the event that the deficiencies continue to occur, the Academic 
Committee must issue a reasoned report and the doctoral student will be definitively 
withdrawn from the program. 

8. The Universities will establish the functions of supervision of doctoral students 
by means of a documentary commitment signed by the University, the doctoral 
student, his tutor and his Director in the form to be established. This commitment 
shall be initialed as soon as possible after admission and shall include a conflict 
resolution procedure and shall contemplate the aspects related to intellectual or 
industrial property rights that may be generated in the field of doctoral programs. 

9. The Universities, through the Doctoral School or the corresponding Unit 
responsible for the Doctoral program will establish the evaluation and monitoring 
mechanisms indicated above, the completion of the thesis in the projected time and 
the procedures foreseen in cases of conflict and aspects affecting the field of 
intellectual property in accordance with the provisions of the preceding paragraph." 

Four. Paragraph 1 of Article 12 is amended, which shall read as follows: 

"1. In accordance with the provisions of Article 11.3, the University shall assign a 
Director to the student for the preparation of the doctoral thesis who shall be 
responsible for the coherence and suitability of the training activities, the impact and 
novelty in the field of the subject matter of the doctoral thesis and the guidance in the 
planning and its adequacy, where appropriate, to that of other projects and activities 
where the student is enrolled. The thesis may be co-directed by other PhDs when 
there are reasons such as academic or thematic interdisciplinarity or when the 
programs are developed in national or international collaboration. 

For the co-direction of the thesis, prior authorization from the Academic 
Committee will be required. Such authorization may be revoked at a later date if, in 
the opinion of the Academic Committee, co-direction does not benefit the 
development of the thesis." 

Five. Article 15 is amended to read as follows: 
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"Article 15. International Mention in the degree of Doctor and thesis under 
international co-supervision. 

1. The title of Doctorate may include on its obverse side the mention 
"International Doctorate", provided that the following circumstances are met: 

a) That, during the training period required to obtain the title of Doctor, the 
doctoral candidate has spent a minimum of three months outside Spain in a higher 
education institution or research center of prestige, studying or carrying out research 
work. The stay and the activities must be endorsed by the Director and authorized by 
the Academic Committee, and will be included in the student's activities document. 

b) Part of the doctoral thesis, at least the abstract and conclusions, must have 
been written and presented in one of the usual languages for scientific 
communication in their field of knowledge, other than any of the official or co-official 
languages of Spain. This rule will not apply when the stays, reports and experts come 
from a Spanish-speaking country. 

c) The thesis must have been reported by a minimum of two PhD experts from a 
non-Spanish Higher Education institution or research institute. 

d) At least one expert belonging to a Higher Education institution or non-Spanish 
research center, with the title of Doctor, and other than the person responsible for the 
stay mentioned in paragraph a), must have been a member of the thesis evaluation 
board. 

2. The title of Doctor will include on its obverse side the statement "Thesis in co- 
supervision with the University U", provided that the following circumstances are met: 

a) The doctoral thesis must be supervised by two or more Doctors from two 
Universities, one Spanish and one foreign, who must formalize a co-supervision 
agreement. 

b) During the training period required to obtain the PhD degree, the doctoral 
student must have spent a minimum of six months at the institution with which the co- 
supervision agreement is established, carrying out research work, either in a single 
period or in several periods. The stays and activities will be reflected in the co- 
supervision agreement." 

Six. A new article 15 bis is introduced as follows: 

"Article 15 bis. Industrial Mention in the title of Doctor. 

1. The mention "Industrial Doctorate" will be awarded provided that the following 
circumstances are met: 

a) The existence of an employment or commercial contract with the doctoral 
candidate. The contract may be signed by a company in the private or public sector, 
as well as by a Public Administration. 

b) The doctoral student must participate in an industrial research or experimental 
development project carried out in the company or Public Administration in which the 
service is provided, which may not be a University. The industrial research or 
experimental development project in which the doctoral student participates must be 
directly related to the thesis he/she is carrying out. This direct relation will be 
accredited by means of a report that will have to be approved by the University. 

2. In the event that the industrial research or experimental development project is 
carried out in collaboration between the University and the company or Public 
Administration in which the doctoral student works, a framework collaboration 
agreement will be signed between the parties. This agreement will indicate the 
obligations of the University and the obligations of the company or Public 
Administration, as well as the procedure for the selection of doctoral students. 
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The doctoral student will have a thesis tutor appointed by the University and a 

person in charge appointed by the company or Public Administration, who may be, 
where appropriate, Director of the thesis in accordance with the Doctorate 
regulations." 

Fourth final provision. Amendment of Royal Decree 967/2014, of November 21, 
establishing the requirements and procedure for the homologation and declaration of 
equivalence to degree and official university academic level and for the validation of foreign 
studies of Higher Education, and the procedure to determine the correspondence to the 
levels of the Spanish framework of qualifications for Higher Education of the official degrees 
of Architect, Engineer, Graduate, Technical Architect, Technical Engineer and Diploma. 

Royal Decree 967/2014, of November 21, establishing the requirements and procedure 
for the homologation and declaration of equivalence to degree and official university 
academic level and for the validation of foreign studies of Higher Education, and the 
procedure to determine the correspondence to the levels of the Spanish framework of 
qualifications for Higher Education of the official degrees of Architect, Engineer, Graduate, 
Technical Architect, Technical Engineer and Diploma, is amended in the following terms: 

One. Paragraph 2.2.c) of Article 3 is deleted. Two. Article 
3.2.d) becomes article 3.2.c). 
Three. Article 3.2.e) becomes article 3.2.d). 
Four. A new item 3 is added to article 3 with the following wording: 

"Foreign degrees that have already been recognized in Spain shall not be subject 
to homologation." 

Fifth final provision. Competent title. 

This Royal Decree is issued under the provisions of Article 149.1.30 of the Spanish 
Constitution, which grants the State exclusive jurisdiction over the regulation of the conditions 
for obtaining, issuing and homologation of academic and professional degrees. 

Sixth final provision. Enabling regulations. 

The head of the Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports is empowered to issue, within 
the scope of his powers, as many provisions as may be required for the application of the 
provisions of this Royal Decree. 

Seventh final provision. Application. 

The Secretary of State for Education, Vocational Training and Universities is authorized 
to issue the necessary instructions for the application of this Royal Decree, such as a guide to 
facilitate the implementation of the European supplement to the title of Doctor. 

Eighth final provision. Entry into force. 

This Royal Decree shall enter into force on the day following its publication in the Official 
Gazette. 

"Boletín Oficial del Estado". 
Given in Madrid, on May 13, 2016. 

FELIPE R. 
Minister of Education, Culture and Sports, 

ÍÑIGO MÉNDEZ DE VIGO Y MONTOJO 
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